PEACE-MAKING A7
Silesia—a region predominantly Poland two years later by the League cite which only doubtfully justifie
adjustment of boundaries to racial affinities, a___«
the Fourteen Points, everywhere proved extrem Hungary under the Treaty of Trianon lost over Magyars, of whom half went to Rumania, and the other half were divided between Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia. With the transfer of Bessarabia a large number of Russian subjects were incorporated in Rumania. There are many other instances, and together they constitute a " minorities problem " of great importance to the peace .of Europe.
The Disarmament of Germany
Germany was required to surrender her navy, and when her officers sank it on a prearranged signal on approaching Scapa Flow (June 21, 1919) the result was so welcome that the British Admiralty was (quite untruly) suspected of having connived at this act in order to avoid the inconvenient problem of distributing the ships among the Allies. For her future requirements Germany was limited to six battle-ships of 10,000 tons, and a few light cruisers, destroyers and torpedo-boats, and absolutely forbidden to build or maintain submarines. Her army was limited to 100,000 long-service men; she was required to abolish conscription, to surrender all existing munitions, to dismantle her forts and great guns, and to submit to the " demilitarization" of an area extending 50 kilometres east of the Rhine. She finally lost all her colonies, most of which were assigned as " mandated " territories to Great Britain and the Dominions, and to France, Belgium and Japan. She had also to make large deliveries in kind, merchant ships, coal, cattle, etc., and, as already stated, to compensate for the damage done to French coal-mines by giving France a long lease of the Saar and property in perpetuity in the coalmines in that region.
Another provision in the Treaty exposed all the property of her private citizens in former enemy countries to be impounded for reparations by the Governments of those countries, Ipaving these citizens to recover from their own Government if they could. This set a novel and dangerous precedent,le country with an enormous capital, the relic of a vanished Empire bequeathed to a little aid mainly agricultural people.
